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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting Four

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand

HYMN OF INVOCATION

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

 Psalm 130:3-4
P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13]

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.  Amen.

The pastor faces the congregation:

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23]
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.

P Behold, your king is | coming to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

C To you, | O Lord,*
I lift | up my soul.

P O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.

C Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;*
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous.

ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.

P Behold, your king is | coming to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

The COLLECT OF THE DAY is spoken.

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT ~ Isaiah 64:1–9

1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might
quake at your presence— 2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes
water to boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations
might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome things that we did not look
for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4 From of old no one
has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts
for those who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those
who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our
sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6 We have all become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who
calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden
your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8 But now,
O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the
work of your hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity
forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GRADUAL

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.  Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.

EPISTLE ~ 1 Corinthians 1:3–9

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you
in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so
that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL ~ Mark 13:24–37

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven. 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do
not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands
the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37

And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine.

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name.

SERMON ~ “Are You Ready?” Mark 13:24–37

Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13
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The following is said or chanted:

A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in Your Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION

A Let us bless the Lord.   [Psalm 103:1]
C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26

C Amen.

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS - 641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home

5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 
Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Will join the glorious band.

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 
For that bright home of love
That I may see Thee and adore 
With all Thy saints above.
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P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

On the last page of this booklet you will find and series of Scripture readings and prayers
for the coming week.  May they be a blessing to you as we all contend with these
difficult and challenging days.  God grant you His peace and protection.
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CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS FROM THE BOARD OF WORSHIP

The year 2020 has put us through a lot of changes since March.  Many of the decorating
participants from the past have been asking about the plans for this year.  Let’s just say
– it’s going to be a different look and feel.  We have decided to build the anticipation for
Christ’s birth in our decorating format this year.  No large, massive explosion of
decorations all done in one day, but a more subtle increase to point the way to His birth. 
If you wish to be involved in the plans you can contact Sally Bolen @ 920-422-2054. 
Sally will be contacting past workers to assist with some aspects of the process that they
are familiar with.  Our prayer is to have us all return to the true meaning of Christmas
and not be fixated on how elaborate our decorations are.

A blessed Christmas to all,

Elaine, Sally, Beth, Chantay, Val, and Kari
Your Board of Worship

A HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE

According to tradition, Martin Luther popularized the tradition of the Christmas tree as
a way to express and teach theology to his family.  The story goes that, while he was
on his way home one evening, he became overwhelmed by the incredible beauty of a
fir tree positioned against the backdrop of the brilliant starlit sky.  He so desperately
wanted to describe what he had seen to his family, but the words failed him.  So he
ventured back outside and chopped down one of these trees, bringing it home to share
with his family.  He even decorated the tree with candle tapers, mimicking the stars that
hung over the manger where the newborn Messiah lay.

Christmas is still a time to remember.  The sights and sounds may have been
different, but Martin Luther loved Christmas as well because it reminded him of the
purity, beauty, and truth of the Jesus story.  This Christmas, may his passion for the real
gospel also be a reminder to each of us to listen, remember, and sing the Jesus story
ourselves with all the joy its truth affords.
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